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The Big Issue in the North publishes a weekly magazine, distributed 
DFURVV�WKH�QRUWK�RI�(QJODQG�DQG�VROG�IRU�SURÀW�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�E\�SHRSOH�
excluded from other means of earning an income. The Big Issue in the 
North Trust (registered charity no.1056041) helps some of the most 
marginalised people by providing support to help vendors improve 
their lives. The Big Issue in the North also manages the Harvey Project 
and Community Voice.

introduction

Through the Harvey Project, 
we provide 24-hour supported 
accommodation in self contained 
nBUT� UP� ESVH� BOE� BMDPIPM� VTFST��
5IF� )BSWFZ� 1SPKFDU� QSPWJEFT� mSTU�
class accommodation to people 
struggling to live with addiction, 
supporting tenants to live 
independently and to reduce the 
harm caused by drug and alcohol 
VTF��

Community Voice is a user-led 
forum run by people who have 
been affected by drug or alcohol 
VTF��*U�FOHBHFT�TFSWJDF�VTFST�BOE�
enables them to have a real say 
in the drug and alcohol services 
available in Liverpool and to 
IJHIMJHIU�HBQT�JO�TFSWJDF�QSPWJTJPO� Gordon, Big Issue in the North Vendor



From April 2012 – March 2013:
Vendors sold 620,132 NBHB[JOFT�
Our average weekly circulation was 12,476�
We had an average of 251 active vendors
TFMMJOH�UIF�NBHB[JOF�FWFSZ�XFFL�

We supported: 
73 vendors to move into education or training
22 into employment
16 into volunteering
98�JOUP�TFDVSF�BDDPNNPEBUJPO�

Big Issue in the North Vendor

“I was made redundant at 60, and was initially reluctant to start selling the 
PDJD]LQH��,�XVHG�WR�FODVV�VHOOLQJ�WKH�%LJ�,VVXH�DV�EHJJLQJ�DQG�WKRXJKW�,·G�QHYHU�
ORZHU�P\VHOI�WR�LW��,·YH�EHHQ�LQ�FDWHULQJ�P\�ZKROH�OLIH�DQG�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�FKHI�
EHIRUH�,�ORVW�P\�MRE��,W�ZDV�KDUG�ÀQGLQJ�ZRUN�DW����DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�,�GHFLGHG�WR�JLYH�
selling the mag a go.
,� VWDUWHG� VHOOLQJ� RXWVLGH�6DLQVEXU\·V� LQ�+HDWRQ�3DUN�� WKH� VWDII�ZDUPHG� WR�PH�
LPPHGLDWHO\��,�KHOS�RXW�E\�NHHSLQJ�WKH�DUHD�DURXQG�P\�SLWFK�SUHVHQWDEOH��EULQJLQJ�
DEDQGRQHG�WUROOH\V�ZLWK�PH�LI�,�ÀQG�WKHP�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�P\�SLWFK�DQG�UHJXODUO\�
watching dogs for customers while they do their shopping. 
,�ORRN�DIWHU�P\�UHJXODUV��,�NHHS�D�QRWH�RI�ZKDW�GD\V�WKH\�EX\�WKH�PDJ�VR�,·P�QRW�
SHVWHULQJ�WKHP�DOO�WKH�WLPH��,�UHDOO\�IHHO�OLNH�SDUW�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�KHUH�QRZ�DQG�,�
JRW����&KULVWPDV�FDUGV�IURP�FXVWRPHUV�ODVW�\HDU��0DQ\�RI�WKHP�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�P\�
QDPH�EXW�MXVW�ZURWH�OLWWOH�WKDQN�\RXV�IRU�DOZD\V�EHLQJ�RXWJRLQJ�DQG�SROLWH�µ
Gordon - Big Issue in the North VendorGordon, Big Issue in the North Vendor



The Big Issue in the North offers valuable editorial placements
to people interested in magazine writing and production.

“I did a two week placement at The Big Issue in the North��DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�P\�ÀQDO�\HDU�LQ�XQL�GRLQJ�
(QJOLVK�/LWHUDWXUH��$�ORW�RI�PDJD]LQHV�DUH�EDVHG�LQ�/RQGRQ�ZKHUH�LW�SUREDEO\�ZRXOG·YH�FRVW�PH�D�FRXSOH�
RI�KXQGUHG�SRXQGV� MXVW� WR�VWD\� IRU�D�ZHHN��VR� LW�ZDV�D�ELJ�KHOS� WKDW�The Big Issue in the North is 
0DQFKHVWHU�EDVHG�
,·G�KDG�D�ELW�RI�H[SHULHQFH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�VFKRRO�QHZVSDSHU�DQG�KDG�VRPH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�UDGLR�MRXUQDOLVP��
,W�ZDV�XVHIXO�WR�OHDUQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�PDJD]LQH�MRXUQDOLVP�DQG�ZKDW�,�NQHZ�RI�QHZVSDSHU�DQG�
UDGLR��,�OHDUQHG�KRZ�WR�VRXUFH�FRQWHQW�DQG�SXW�SURIHVVLRQDO�DUWLFOHV�WRJHWKHU��,�VWDUWHG�ZRUN�HGLWLQJ�D�WUDGH�
PDJD]LQH�DV�VRRQ�DV�,�ÀQLVKHG�DW�XQL��,�GHÀQLWHO\�FUHGLW�WKH�WLPH�,�VSHQW�DW�WKH�7%,71�ZLWK�JHWWLQJ�PH�
ZKHUH�,�DP�µ� Tim Wood

work
placements

i*�BN�GSPN�3PNBOJB��-BTU�+VMZ�*�GPVOE�BO�BOOPVODFNFOU�GPS�BO�BHFODZ�BEWFSUJTJOH�XPSL�JO�DPOTUSVDUJPO�JO�UIF�
6,��*�XFOU�UP�UIF�BHFODZ�BOE�HBWF�UIFN�BMM�NZ�QBQFSXPSL�BOE�QBJE�B�����FVSP�BHFODZ�GFF��*�NBEF�USBWFM�QMBOT�
BOE�*�BSSJWFE�JO�6,�JO�"VHVTU�������8IFO�*�HPU�UP�-JWFSQPPM�*�SFBMJTFE�UIBU�UIFSF�XBT�OP�XPSL�MJOFE�VQ�GPS�NF��*�
SBOH�UIF�DPNQBOZ�JO�3PNBOJB��5IFSF�XBT�OP�BOTXFS��*�SFBMJTFE�UIBU�UIF�DPNQBOZ�XBT�B�GBLF��*�IBE�TPNF�NPOFZ�
XJUI�NF�CVU�OPU�FOPVHI�UP�SFUVSO�IPNF��*�FOEFE�VQ�TMFFQJOH�SPVHI��"GUFS�POF�NPOUI�PO�UIF�TUSFFUT�JO�-JWFSQPPM�
*�NBEF�TPNF�GSJFOET�BOE�B�GFX�EBZT�MBUFS�UIFZ�UPME�NF�BCPVU�The Big Issue in the North and that they might 
CF�BCMF�UP�IFMQ�
*�WF�TUBSUFE�UP�TFMM�UIF�NBHB[JOF�JO�4FQUFNCFS��5IF�IFMQ�*�IBE�GSPN�TVQQPSU�XPSLFST�BU�The Big Issue in the 
North IBT�IFMQFE�NF�HBJO�UIF�DPOmEFODF�UP�HP�PO�DPVSTFT�BOE�PCUBJO�B�$4$4�DBSE�	IFBMUI�BOE�TBGFUZ�PO�
CVJMEJOH�TJUFT
��*�IBWF�BMTP�IBE�IFMQ�MPPLJOH�GPS�PUIFS�XPSL��4FMMJOH�UIF�NBHB[JOF�JT�UIF�mSTU�TUFQ�GPS�NF�UP�HFU�JOUP�
XPSL��*U�IBT�IFMQFE�NF�UP�HFU�TPNF�NPOFZ�BOE�JU�IBT�IFMQFE�NF�UP�SFHBJO�IPQF�w

Our Vendors

£1.00 OF COVER PRICE GOES TO THE VENDOR
PLEASE BUY FROM BADGED VENDORS ONLY

WORKING NOT BEGGING · NO.915 · 20-26 FEBRUARY 2012 • £2.00

UNDERCOVER POLICING • US REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES 

THE TING TINGS

‘‘ ,,We’re pretty rubbish 
at being pop stars
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´:KHQ�,�FDPH�WR�WKH�+DUYH\�3URMHFW�,·G�EHHQ�OLYLQJ�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��,�ZDV�D�FKURQLF�
DOFRKROLF��7KH�VWDII�KHUH�DUH�YHU\�QRQ�MXGJHPHQWDO�DQG�WKH\·YH�DOZD\V�NHSW�DQ�H\H�
RXW�IRU�PH�DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�PH��+HUH�LW·V�PRUH�KRPHO\�WKDQ�D�W\SLFDO�KRVWHO��WKH�
VWDII�DOZD\V�JLYH�\RX�D�ULQJ�LI�\RX�VWD\�RXW�WR�FKHFN�LI�\RX·UH�RND\��:KHWKHU�\RX·UH�
LQ�D�JRRG�PRRG�RU�D�EDG�PRRG�LW�GRHVQ·W�VHHP�WR�ERWKHU�WKHP��WKH\·UH�DOZD\V�WKH�
VDPH��DVNLQJ�ZKDW�\RX·UH�XS�WR�DQG�LI�WKHUH·V�DQ\WKLQJ�WKH\�FDQ�GR�WR�KHOS��7KH�
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�LV�VHFRQG�WR�QRQH��,·YH�JRW�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�QHHG�DQG�ZKHQ�,�JRW�KHUH�
,�KDG�QRWKLQJ��,·YH�EHHQ�DEVWLQHQW�IRU�IRXU�PRQWKV�QRZ�DQG�,·P�ORRNLQJ�IRU�P\�RZQ�
SODFH��7KLV�LV�ORQJHVW�WLPH�,·YH�VWD\HG�LQ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ��,·P�KDSSLHU�KHUH��\RX·UH�
WUHDWHG�DOULJKW�µ

The Harvey Project provided a
place to live for �� people last year
48% of tenants were male and 52%�XFSF�GFNBMF�
30�PG�PVS�UFOBOUT�XFSF�ESVH�VTFST�
53�PG�PVS�UFOBOUT�IBE�BO�BMDPIPM�QSPCMFN�
27�UFOBOUT�XFSF�JOWPMWFE�JO�DSJNJOBM�CFIBWJPVS�CFGPSF�NPWJOH�UP�)BSWFZ�
12�SPVHI�TMFFQFST�XFSF�UBLFO�JO�GSPN�UIF�TUSFFU�
14�PG�PVS�UFOOBOUT�XFSF�JOWPMWFE�JO�TFY�XPSL�

60% PG�UFOBOUT�XJUI�ESVH�PS�BMDPIPM�BEEJDUJPO�FOHBHFE�JO�B�USFBUNFOU�QSPHSBNNF�GPS�BU�MFBTU����XFFLT�
62%�PG�UFOBOUT�XFSF�TVQQPSUFE�UP�HBJO�HSFBUFS�TLJMMT�BSPVOE�JOEFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH�
4 tenants ended their involvement in sex work and 5�IBWF�CFFO�IFMQFE�UP�SFEVDF�TFY�XPSL�



Community Voice provided a platform for 156 service users to share their views
on services in Merseyside and created opportunities and training for 20 volunteers.

*O�����
�XF�MBVODIFE�B�OFX�ESPQ�JO�TFSWJDF�XIFSF�BOZPOF�BGGFDUFE�CZ�ESVHT�PS�BMDPIPM�DBO�DPNF�
for help and advice from staff and volunteers who have personal experience of what they are going 
UISPVHI�
8JUI�NPSF�UIBO����ESVH�BOE�BMDPIPM�TFSWJDFT�JO�-JWFSQPPM�JU�JT�PGUFO�EJGmDVMU�GPS�QFPQMF�UP�CFHJO�UP�OBWJHBUF�
their way around services and get their voices heard, so we held the Your City, Your Services event 
UP�QSPNPUF�UIF�ESVH�BOE�BMDPIPM�TVQQPSU�TFSWJDFT�PO�PGGFS�JO�-JWFSQPPM��5IJT�XBT�BUUFOEFE�CZ�400 
people including service users, support workers, and people affected by drug and alcohol addictions, 
JODMVEJOH�SFMBUJWFT�
People using Community Voice told us that there was a lack of joined up working amongst services in 
UIF�DJUZ��#FDBVTF�PG�UIJT�XF�BMTP�SBO�B�Frontline Workers Conference which was attended by 175 
GSPOUMJOF�XPSLFST�BOE�DPNNJTTJPOFST�GSPN�BDSPTT�.FSTFZTJEF��5IF�FWFOU
�BU�-JWFSQPPM�)PQF�6OJWFSTJUZ
�
QSPWJEFE�XPSLFST�XJUI�UIF�PQQPSUVOJUZ�UP�OFUXPSL�BOE�TIBSF�JEFBT�BCPVU�CFTU�QSBDUJDF�

community voice



´(OHYHQ�\HDUV�DJR�ZKHQ�,�FDPH�RXW�RI�GHWR[��DOO�WKH�WDON�DERXW�VRFLDO�FDUH�DQG�
VHUYLFH�SURYLVLRQ� IRFXVVHG�RQ� ¶XVHU� LQYROYHPHQW·��/RRNLQJ�DURXQG�/LYHUSRRO� ,�
IRXQG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�VXFK�VHUYLFHV�IRU�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GUXJ�DQG�DOFRKRO�LVVXHV��
PRVW�VHHPHG�WR�FRQFHQWUDWH�RQ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�PHQWDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�KHDOWK�GLIÀFXOWLHV��
Me and some other people formed a group and started to meet once or twice 
D�ZHHN�LQ�DQ�DIWHUFDUH�FHQWUH�ZKLFK�ZDV�VRRQ�FORVHG�GRZQ��:H�ZHUH�UHOXFWDQW�
WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�SDUWQHU�DJHQFLHV�EHFDXVH�ZH�WKRXJKW�RXU�XQLTXH�YLVLRQ�PLJKW�EH�
GLOXWHG���+DYLQJ�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�SURMHFW�RQ�D�YROXQWDU\�EDVLV��ZH�EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�
with The Big Issue in the North and with additional support and funding, we were 
DEOH�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�VHUYLFH��7KH�VXSSRUW�DQG�VXSHUYLVLRQ
SURYLGHG�E\�7KH�%LJ�,VVXH�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�DQG�7KH�%LJ�/LIH
JURXS�KDV�KHOSHG�PH�WR�H[FHO�LQ�P\�ZRUN�DQG�VWD\
IRFXVVHG�LQ�P\�UHFRYHU\�µ�Maggie - Community Voice

Maggie



www.bigissueinthenorth.com

Big Issue in the North is part of The Big Life group of social businesses and charities
         @bigissuenorth


